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TODAY'S RESEARCH IS TOMORROW'S CURE
The Queensland and Northern New South Wales Lions Medical Research Foundation
is committed to start-up funding for world class medical research.

lionsmedicalresearchfoundation.org.au

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
Hello to all Lions, Lioness and Leo Clubs in Queensland
and Northern New South Wales, and welcome to the
June edition of our newsletter.
The Multiple District Convention seems a long time ago
now, but it won't be long before we'll see all our
colleagues and friends in Geelong next year. LMRF will
see everyone there as we've already booked a stand
at MDC 2019. It's a great opportunity to network with
the broader Lions community and share updates on
the Foundation. We've also booked stands at each of
the Q District conventions later this year as this too is
a great opportunity to stay in touch with all Clubs.
On a research front, the Board of Directors recently voted to extend the contract offered to Dr
Carlos Salomon. We are keen to continue to work with him and provide the support he needs for
his vital research into Ovarian Cancer. As reported in the last edition of the newsletter, Dr Tracey
Bjorkman finishes with the Foundation this month. After 7 years, she will be sorely missed. And
Nadeeka continues to be in demand with her research and speaking engagements that take her
far and wide.
It continues to be a busy time with awards. The new Lions Medical Research Foundation
Community Service Award has proved very popular with clubs so thanks for your support on
this front. And as Clubs are working through the disbursement process, we are seeing great
support from many clubs and for this we are extremely grateful.
By the time the next edition of this newsletter is ready to be sent, some will have returned from
the Las Vegas International Convention and there will be many new faces on cabinets around all
Districts so we wish you all the very best for the year ahead.
Yours in Lions Service.
Allan Turner
Chairman

OUR FIRST RESEARCHER
The Foundation had a wonderful opportunity this
month to meet with Dr John Healy MB BS (Hons)
FRACP - the first researcher funded from 1966 to
1978 by what is now known as the Queensland and
Northern New South Wales Lions Medical Research

Foundation. John has recently reproduced and bound
his publications from those years into a book. To use
John's words, this book has been created as a
"memory of the countless LIONS members who
made it all possible"

NADEEKA'S NEWS

Dr Nadeeka Dissanayaka has had a very busy
month. She has delivered a talk at NHMRC
National Institute for Dementia Research
(NNIDR)
Australian
Dementia
Forum,
participated in a community involvement
workshop, presented at the International
Dementia Conference 2018 on the subject of
“Depression in Dementia” and attended an
international working group at The Johns
Hopkins Hospital, a renowned medical research
facility and one of the world’s largest teaching
hospitals. Thank you also to those clubs and
individuals who assisted with the dementia
project that Nadeeka is seeking funding for.
More details and next steps will follow shortly.

PROSPERPINE IS
PAYING IT FORWARD
The Foundation received a very generous gift
from Proserpine Lioness Club recently. The local
patchwork group, Proserpine Chat and Patch
created this magnificent quilt, which they then
gifted to the Proserpine Lioness Club who then
raffled it and sent the proceeds of $2,320.10 to
Lions Medical Research Foundation in support of
cancer research. As Line McBride said in the
letter to the Foundation "we are all directly or
indirectly affected by cancer and hope that one
day there will be a cure." Such a generous and
kind gesture and we thank you sincerely.

AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
The Ambassador Program continues to expand and new
representatives have been appointed. For details on
Ambassadors in your District, please visit the website HERE

STUDENTS WANTED..

The
SPARQ-ed
(Students
Performing
Advanced Research Queensland) program is
running a course from 9 to 13 July and there
are still places for students from regional
and remote areas. If you know year 10 to 12
students who are passionate about science,
please encourage them to contact SPARQed by email at sparqed@uq.edu.au or call 07
3443 6920. For more information on the
immersion
programs
available
through
SPARQ-ed, visit https://di.uq.edu.au/sparq-ed and don’t forget that LMRF offers scholarships
for regional and remote students to attend
these courses. Scholarships cover travel and accommodation costs up to $750 to make
attendance at the course a little easier. Please help us spread the word at your local High
School.

IN THE NEWS..
CONGRATULATIONS to Professor Lawrence Hirst who, in the
2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, received an AM (Member
of the Order of Australia) for service to ophthalmology. Lawrie
has had a long and illustrious career as an ophthalmologist and
was appointed as an LMRF Research Fellow in 1986. Funding
from the Foundation allowed him to establish the Queensland
Eye Bank which was used to store corneas prior to
transplantation. What tremendous recognition for his work.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
The Queensland and Northern New South Wales Lions Medical Research Foundation is committed to start-up funding for
world class medical research.
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